NATIVITY

MORNING PRAYERS

Monday
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FROM THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO ST MATTHEW

This 1s how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary
was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live together
she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph; being a man of honour and wanting to spare
her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made
up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived
what 1s in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son
and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to
save his people from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfil
the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.” When Joseph woke up
he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took
his wife to his home.

PRAYERS

Let us pray for our parents and our families, that we model
ourselves more on the Holy Family, as we celebrate Christmas.
Lord hear us...

Let us pray for those for whom we are collecting this Advent,
that they find the warmth of God’s love at Christmas.
Lord hear us...

Our Lady, Mather of God: Pray for us.
St Joseph: Pray for us.
In the name...




NATIVITY

Tuesday
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FROM THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO ST LUKE

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the
House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in
and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with
you.” She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked
herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to
her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen!
You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David;
he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will
have no end.” Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come
about, since I am a virgin? ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon
you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will
cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and
will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman
Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she
whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for
nothing is impossible to God’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’
said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.” And the
angel left her.

PRAYERS

Let us pray for our parents and our families, that we model
ourselves more on the Holy Family, as we celebrate Christmas.
Lord hear us...

Let us pray for those for whom we are collecting this Advent,
that they find the warmth of God’s love at Christmas.

Lord hear us...

Our Lady, Mather of God: Pray for us.

St Joseph: Pray for us.

In the name...




NATIVITY

Wednesday
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FROM THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO ST JOHN

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace
and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ.

No one has ever seen God.

It 1s God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who
has made him known.

PRAYERS

Let us pray for our parents and our families, that we model
ourselves more on the Holy Family, as we celebrate Christmas.
Lord hear us...

Let us pray for those for whom we are collecting this Advent,
that they find the warmth of God’s love at Christmas.

Lord hear us...

Our Lady, Mather of God: Pray for us.

St Joseph: Pray for us.

In the name...




